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Information is Power!
Using a Themed Freshman Year
Experience Course to Teach Information
Literacy
Robin Grant
Reference & Instruction Librarian
Macon State College

Ice Breaker
(There really is a
point to this!)

So what was
the point?

How I became involved with our
new FYE program:
• Curriculum Committee
• Helping plan information literacy
component

MSCC 1001 Learning Outcomes for all Sections
Learning Outcome
Students will demonstrate the ability to determine the extent of information needed for
assignments and access, evaluate, and use information effectively and ethically.

Students will describe their understanding of how the acquisition of an educational program
rooted in the liberal arts impacts their academic, professional, ethical, social, and holistic life’s
decisions.
Students will, with the assistance of appropriate campus professionals, develop a set of personal,
academic and professional goals and will develop a plan to meet those goals.

Students will demonstrate knowledge of campus resources, their locations and the services
offered and will participate in campus events and activities.

How I became involved with our
new FYE program (cont’d):
• Teaching FYE library sessions the first
year

And then...

I volunteer to teach a themed
FYE section!

My idea:

Information is

Power!

Recruiting students
• MSCC 1001B:
Information is Power
• The one who wields power is
the one who controls
information—or at least, knows
how to use it effectively.
• Learn how to:

 find useful info
 evaluate info
 protect yourself from scams

• Fall 2011, Macon campus

• Mondays & Wednesdays @
5:30pm

Recruiting Students
• Make the class stand out so they would
choose it over other sections.
• Entice them: learning “the secret” will make
you powerful, help you make money and be
successful.
• The instructor must either be fun, cool, or
crazy.

Publicity: This class is different!

My Expectations
• Students could choose my themed section, so
would have some interest in information.
• After a whole semester with the same group
of students, they would be “advanced”
information users by the end.
• I could teach “the basics” early in the course,
then reinforce throughout by having them use
the skills as we worked on other class topics.

My Expectations…cont’d
• Students wouldn’t necessarily have the skills
to find and evaluate scholarly resources, but
would be savvy Google and Internet users.

REALITY…

Reality: The Theme
• Four out of 23 signed up because of the
theme.
• Others:
– wanted the time the class was offered
– the section they wanted was filled
– threw a dart and didn’t care!
• Other than the four, students didn’t seem to
understand what the class was about or what
it was for.

Reality: The Students
• Could locate websites but didn’t know what
they had found.
• Didn’t understand the difference between
types of sources (news, scholarly article,
reference, infomercial, etc.)
• Weren’t familiar with how to explore a
website.
• Required a great deal of repetition to begin to
learn these abilities.

Reality: Time Issues
• Too much material to cover, even before
starting on the Info Power theme.
– Mandatory sections of “Thriving in College
and Beyond”
– Required campus participation
– Common reader
• Distractions (technology, attitudes, speakers)
• Need to move slower and repeat lessons

The Good News
• Activities that worked
• Using what I learned to improve my one-shot
classes
• Gained insight into students’ backgrounds and
abilities
• Gained insight as we discuss the possibility of
for-credit info literacy courses

So…would I do it again?

robin.grant@maconstate.edu
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